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1
PARALLEL REPLICA CDR TO CORRECT
OFFSET AND GAIN IN A BAUD RATE
SAMPLING PHASE DETECTOR

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This applicationis a continuation application of U.S. appli-
cation Ser. No. 13/549,134, filed Jul. 13, 2012, now U.S. Pat.
No. 8,942,334, issued Jan. 27, 2015, which claims the benefit
under 35 U.S.C. §119(e) of U.S. Provisional Application No.
61/507,428, filed Jul. 13, 2011, the entirety of each of which
is hereby incorporated by reference.

This application is related to commonly-owned copending
application titled “Parallel Replica CDR to Reduce or Mini-
mize ADC and DSP Complexity,” having Ser. No. 13/549,104
filed on Jul. 13, 2012; to U.S. Provisional Application No.
61/507,435 filed Jul. 13, 2011; to commonly-owned applica-
tion titled Gain Calibration for a Mueller-Muller Type Timing
Error Detector, Ser. No. 13/549,030, filed Jul. 13, 2012, now
U.S. Pat. No. 8,693,596; and to U.S. Provisional Application
No. 61/509,914, filed on Jul. 20, 2011, titled Gain Calibration
for a Mueller-Muller Type Timing Error Detector, the disclo-
sures of each of which are hereby incorporated by reference in
its entirety herein.

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

Embodiments of the invention generally relate to electron-
ics, and in particular, to data communication links.

2. Description of the Related Art

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a serial communication
link with clock and data recovery (CDR). A physical layer of
acomputer network includes the underlining physical devices
of'the computer network. For example, with reference to FIG.
1, at the physical layer, a serial data communication link can
include: a transmitter (Tx) 102, a communication channel
104, and a receiver (Rx) 106.

The transmitter (Tx) 102 converts a clocked digital data
stream to an analog stream (thereby embedding a clock signal
in the serial data stream). The communication channel 104
can introduce linear distortion, non-linear distortion, and
noise. The receiver (Rx) 106 recovers the embedded clock
signal and data from the distorted serial data stream.

A serial data communication link can also use an analog-
to-digital converter (ADC) and digital signal processor
(DSP)-based clock and data recovery (CDR) receiver 202 as
illustrated in FIG. 2. In the CDR receiver 202, the distorted
serial data stream is converted from analog to digital via the
ADC, and then the digital version of the distorted serial data
stream is processed in digital domain to extract the data and
the embedded clock signal.

FIG. 3A illustrates further details of one example of the
CDR receiver 202. The illustrated CDR receiver 202 includes
a programmable gain amplifier (PGA) 302, an analog-to-
digital converter (ADC) 304 a feedforward equalizer (FFE)
306, a first summing circuit 308, a decision feedback equal-
izer (DFE) 310, an equalizer 312, a phase detector (PD) 314,
a second summing circuit 316, an amplifier 318, a filter 320,
a clock pulse (CP) generator 322, a slicer 324, and a least
means squares (LMS) adaptation processor 326. Some of the
components illustrated in FIG. 3A can be optional.

The CDR receiver 202 operates as follows. The PGA 302
receives and amplifies the distorted serial data stream. The
gain of the PGA 302 can be adjusted. The ADC 304 converts
the distorted serial data stream from analog to digital. While
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the output of the ADC 304 may be digital, the data stream is
still in soft symbol form and has not yet been sliced to hard
symbols. The digital version of the distorted serial data
stream is then provided as an input to the FFE 306 and to the
equalizer 312. For example, the FFE 306 can provide equal-
ization, such as pre-emphasis, that is complementary to the
characteristics of the communication channel 104 (FIG. 2),
which typically has a low-pass characteristic. The DFE 310
and the first summing circuit 308 can provide additional
equalization that is dependent on one or more prior symbols
to reduce inter symbol interference (ISI). The LMS adapta-
tion processor 326 can adjust filter coefficients of the FFE 306
and/or the DFE 310. The output of the DFE 310 can then be
sliced to convert symbols from soft symbols to hard symbols
for decoding of data symbols.

The equalizer 312 can also provide equalization for the
timing recovery path and provide an equalized signal as an
input to the PD 314. The equalizer 312 is typically smaller and
lower power than the equalizers 306, 310 of the data recovery
path. The PD 314 determines a phase difference between the
equalized signal and an output of the slicer 324. The output of
the PD 314 is summed with a PD offset, then amplified by a
PD gain, then low-pass or band-pass filtered by the filter 320,
which then controls the CP generator 322. The CP generator
322 can be implemented in a variety of ways. For example,
the CP generator 322 can be a numerically controlled oscil-
lator (NCO) controlled by the output of the filter 320. In
another example, the CP generator 322 can be a phase inter-
polator that receives a fixed clock frequency input and gen-
erates a different phase of that input fixed clock. The output of
the CP generator 322 corresponds to the recovered clock
signal.

FIG. 3B illustrates a Mueller-Muller phase detector. See,
MUELLER, K. and MULLER, M., Timing Recovery in Digi-
tal Synchronous Data Receivers, IEEE Transactions on Com-
munications, May 1976. That paper describes a timing recov-
ery loop that is used in many baud-rate sampling serial links.

For timing recovery, a Mueller-Muller phase detector 350
first estimates the impulse response of the channel 104 (FIG.
1). It should be noted that the impulse response of the channel
104 is typically not directly available. Rather, the digitized
data stream is typically all that is observable. Mueller-Muller
then outline various ways to use a sampled impulse response
h(t) 370 for phase detection; the most common way is to
achieve phase lock by forcing the pre-cursor sample 372 and
the post-cursor sample 374 of the sampled impulse response
h(t) 370 to be at the same level. If the sampled impulse
response h(t) 370 is symmetric about the cursor, this should
force the main cursor sample 376 to be located right on the
peak, which is considered to be desirable in the prior art.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

Improving upon the performance of the Mueller and
Muller phase detector is one aspect of embodiments of the
invention. A conventional Mueller-Muller phase detector
places a main cursor at the midpoint of a pre-cursor and a
post-cursor. However, when the impulse response of an asso-
ciated transmission line is not symmetric, the main cursor can
be misaligned by conventional Mueller-Muller techniques.
By providing a replica clock and data recovery path, trial and
error experiments on the phase detector offset and/or gain can
be performed, and relatively good values found for the phase
detector offset and/or gain without disturbing the reception of
data by the phase detector that is being used to receive data.
These settings can then be used by the phase detector that is
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being used to receive data, which can improve the bit error
rate of the phase detector and corresponding clock and data
recovery circuit.

One embodiment includes an apparatus, wherein the appa-
ratus includes: a first clock and data recovery circuit having an
input and an output, wherein the input is coupled to an input
node, wherein the first clock and data recovery circuit has a
first phase detector with at least one of an adjustable offset or
an adjustable gain; a second clock and data recovery circuit
having an input and an output, wherein the input is coupled to
the input node, wherein the second clock and data recovery
circuit has a second phase detector with at least one of an
adjustable offset or an adjustable gain; and a control circuit
communicatively coupled to each of the first clock and data
recovery circuit and the second clock and data recovery cir-
cuit for control of at least one or the offset or the gain settings
of phase detectors of the clock and data recovery circuits,
wherein the control circuit is coupled to at least the output of
the second clock and data recovery circuit; wherein the output
of the first clock and data recovery circuit is at least tempo-
rarily configured to provide recovered data as an input to
circuits other than the control circuit while at least one of the
one or more configurable characteristics of the second clock
and data recovery circuit is being adaptively adjusted by the
control circuit.

In one embodiment, the apparatus includes portions of the
first clock and data recovery circuit and the second clock and
data recovery circuit and the control circuit. For example, the
included portions can include equalizers, phase detectors,
filters, and CP generators. The portions of the first clock and
data recovery circuit and the second clock and data recovery
circuit can further include analog to digital converters. The
portions of the first clock and data recovery circuit and the
second clock and data recovery circuit can further include
programmable gain amplifiers.

One embodiment includes a method for setting up a clock
and data recovery circuit, wherein the method includes:
recovering a clock signal and data from an analog signal in a
first clock and data recovery circuit, wherein the first clock
and datarecovery circuit has a first phase detector with at least
one of an adjustable offset or an adjustable gain; recovering
the clock signal and the data from the analog signal in a
second clock and data recovery circuit, wherein the second
clock and data recovery circuit has a second phase detector
with at least one of an adjustable offset or an adjustable gain;
providing recovered data from the first clock and data recov-
ery circuit to one or more circuits that use the recovered data;
adaptively adjusting at least one of the adjustable offset or the
adjustable gain of the second clock and data recovery circuit
to generate at least one of an adjustable offset setting or an
adjustable gain setting; and applying the at least one of the
adjustable offset setting or the adjustable gain setting
obtained from adaptive adjustment of the second clock and
data recovery circuit to the first clock and data recovery
circuit.

One embodiment includes an apparatus for setting up a
clock and data recovery circuit, wherein the apparatus
includes: a first clock and data recovery circuit having an
input and an output, wherein the input is coupled to an input
node, wherein the first clock and data recovery circuit has a
first phase detector with at least one of an adjustable offset or
an adjustable gain; a second clock and data recovery circuit
having an input and an output, wherein the input is coupled to
the input node, wherein the second clock and data recovery
circuit has a second phase detector with at least one of an
adjustable offset or an adjustable gain; means for providing
recovered data from the first clock and data recovery circuit to
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one or more circuits that use the recovered data; a means for
adaptively adjusting at least one of the one or more config-
urable characteristics of the second clock and data recovery
circuit; and means for applying the at least one of the adjust-
able offset setting or the adjustable gain setting obtained from
adaptive adjustment of the second clock and data recovery
circuit to the first clock and data recovery circuit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These drawings and the associated description herein are
provided to illustrate specific embodiments of the invention
and are not intended to be limiting.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a serial communication
link with clock and data recovery (CDR).

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of a serial communication
link with an ADC and DSP based clock and data recovery.

FIG. 3A illustrates a receiver for clock and data recovery.

FIG. 3B illustrates Mueller-Muller timing recovery.

FIG. 4 illustrates examples of possible impulse responses
for the channel.

FIG. 5 illustrates a replica clock and data recovery (CDR)
receiver architecture according to an embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 6 is a state diagram that illustrates an example of a
process for selecting a path parameter with a replica CDR
path.

FIG. 7 illustrates an architectural view of adjustments to a
phase detector offset and a phase detector gain.

FIG. 8 illustrates results of a transient simulation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC
EMBODIMENTS

In this description, reference is made to the drawings in
which like reference numerals indicate identical or function-
ally similar elements.

Although particular embodiments are described herein,
other embodiments of the invention, including embodiments
that do not provide all of the benefits and features set forth
herein, will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art.

Returning to FIG. 3A, the CDR receiver 202 can have
adjustable parameters that affect its complexity configuration
and power consumption and one or more parameters that do
not affect its complexity configuration. Selection of values for
parameters that affect a CDR receiver’s complexity configu-
ration and power consumption are discussed in the co-pend-
ing related application. In the illustrated embodiment, these
complexity-related parameters are: (1) # ADC Samplers,
which corresponds to the number of samplers, or compara-
tors, in a flash ADC, or equivalently, the effective number of
bits in any generalized ADC; (2) # FFE Taps, which corre-
sponds to the number of finite impulse response (FIR) filter
taps for the feedforward equalizer (FFE) 306; (3) #DFE Taps,
which corresponds to the number of filter taps for the decision
feedback equalizer (DFE) 310; and (4) the LMS Cursor posi-
tion, which determines the position of the “cursor”, or peak of
the filter response for the combination FFE/DFE and sets how
many filter taps are used to equalize pre-cursor and post-
cursor distortion. For a given number of FFE/DFE filter taps,
different channels will benefit differently from the distribu-
tion of the number of pre-cursor and post-cursor taps.

In the illustrated embodiment, the one or more parameters
that do not affect the power consumption include, but are not
limited to, the following: (1) a phase detector offset, which
corresponds to an offset adjustment for of the phase detector
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(PD) 314; and a phase detector gain, which corresponds to the
gain of the amplifier 318, which is in the signal path with the
PD 314.

Note the relationship of the Tx clock signal to the ADC
clock signal. In the system shown in FIG. 2, the ADC clock
signal is controlled to be synchronous to the data, and accord-
ingly is a multiple in frequency of the Tx clock signal. It can
be any multiple of the Tx clock, but the most efficient case is
when the ADC clock signal is the same frequency as the
incoming data (which is the same as the Tx clock). This case
is referred to as “Baud-Rate Sampling.”

Note that the ADC clock frequency and phase should be
determined only from information contained in the digitized
data stream itself. A feedback control system is constructed
that examines the digitized waveform and controls the fre-
quency and phase of an oscillator until the control system
determines that the ADC clock is locked to the incoming data
stream and sampling at the proper phase. This control loop is
referred to as the “Timing Path.” The block that computes the
phase of the sampling clock relative to the phase of the data is
referred to as a phase detector 314 (FIG. 3A).

As ablock in the timing path, the phase detector 314 has an
offset and gain value. For the best performance, there exist
optimal values for the offset and gain. However, relatively
good values that exhibit less than the best performance
obtained from optimal values can also be applicable. Phase
detector errors can also be referred to as timing errors.

FIG. 4 illustrates examples of possible impulse responses
for the channel 104 (FIG. 1). Applicants have recognized that
there are situations in which purposely locating the cursor
sample off of the Mueller-Muller estimated peak can give
improved performance versus on the Mueller-Muller esti-
mated peak. Voltages are represented along a vertical axis,
and time is represented along a horizontal axis.

Example (a) of FIG. 4 illustrates an impulse response 402
that is symmetric about a main cursor sample 416. Example
(b) of FIG. 4 illustrates an impulse response 404 that is
skewed towards a pre-cursor sample 412. Example (¢) of FIG.
4 illustrates an impulse response 406 that is skewed towards
apost-cursor sample 414. Example (d) of FIG. 4 illustrates an
impulse response 408 that has relatively low gain.

For relatively good bit error rate (BER) performance, the
main cursor sample 416 can be taken at the peak of the
impulse responses 402, 404, 406, 408. While a better cursor
position may be elsewhere, FIG. 4 illustrates how the vertical
position (magnitude) of the main cursor sample 416 is depen-
dent on the symmetry of the impulse response, which in turn
is dependent on the characteristics of the channel 104 (FIG.
1). In the illustrated examples, the pre-cursor sample 412 and
the post-cursor sample 414 are taken at the same vertical level
(voltage), and the main cursor sample 416 is sampled at a time
in between the pre-cursor sample 412 and the post-cursor
sample 414 as viewed horizontally.

With the symmetric impulse response 402 of example (a),
the main cursor sample 416 is taken at the peak of the impulse
response 402 for relatively good performance. With the
unequal slopes of the impulse response 404 of example (b),
the main cursor sample 416 is taken after the actual peak
when sampled according to Mueller-Muller techniques. With
the unequal slopes of the impulse response 406 of example
(¢), the main cursor sample 416 is taken before the actual peak
when sampled according to Mueller-Muller techniques.
Examples (b) and (c) result in a static phase error for a phase
detector. The impulse response 408 of example (d) illustrates
yet another different slope characteristic that results in gain
variation in a loop transfer response.
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As illustrated in FIG. 4, the position of the cursor sample
can vary depending on the slope characteristics of the impulse
response of the particular channel 104 (FIG. 1) to which the
receiver 106 (FIG. 1) is coupled. Because of the variability in
cursor sample position, the performance of the timing path
will also vary, and therefore the BER may not necessarily be
improved or minimized for channels having non-symmetric
or otherwise non-desirable slope impulse response character-
istics. One aspect of embodiments of the invention is to cor-
rect these variations and non-idealities of the Mueller-Muller
baud-rate phase detector.

Embodiments of the invention reduce the gain and offset
error of the Mueller-Muller phase detector by introducing a
second, parallel, replica CDR path onto which the offset and
gain of the phase detector can be experimented, without
affecting the performance of the main CDR path. The result-
ing performance of the replica path can be measured for each
trial or experiment, and a relatively good offset and gain, such
as the best offset and gain, chosen for use on the main CDR
path.

FIG. 5 illustrates a replica clock and data recovery (CDR)
receiver architecture 502 according to an embodiment of the
invention. As illustrated in FIG. 5, the CDR receiver archi-
tecture 502 has two CDR circuits. The CDR receiver archi-
tecture includes a main CDR circuit 504, an iPath CDR circuit
506, and a control circuit or control logic 508. In the illus-
trated embodiment, the iPath CDR circuit 506 is a replica of
the main CDR circuit 504, and each can be implemented by
the same circuit design, such as the CDR receiver 202
described earlier in connection with FIG. 2. Preferably, the
iPath CDR circuit 506 and the main CDR circuit 504 are
implemented on the same integrated circuit so that they are
subjected to the same process, voltage, and temperature
(PVT) variations. However, portions of the iPath CDR circuit
506 and the main CDR circuit 504 can alternatively be on
separate integrated circuits. For example, one or both of the
PGA 302 or the ADC 304 can be on a separate integrated
circuit. In addition, in certain embodiments, selected compo-
nents of the iPath CDR circuit 506 and the main CDR circuit
504 can be shared. For example, in one embodiment, the PGA
302 can be shared between the iPath CDR circuit 506 and the
main CDR circuit 504. In the illustrated embodiment, while
the iPath CDR circuit 506 can provide decoded data symbols
to the control logic 508 for analysis of the data eye or some
other performance characteristic, the output of the iPath CDR
circuit 506 is not provided as recovered data to further circuits
that actually use the data.

The control logic 508 controls the operation of the two
CDR circuits 504, 506 and performs the trial-and-error
hypothesis testing in the iPath CDR circuit 506. While the two
CDR circuits 504, 506 should be implemented in hardware,
the control logic 508 can be implemented by software/firm-
ware, by electronic hardware, or by a combination of soft-
ware/firmware and electronic hardware. For example, the
software/firmware can include computer-executable instruc-
tions stored in a tangible non-transitory computer-readable
medium, which are then executed by a processor, such as a
microprocessor, microcontroller, general-purpose digital sig-
nal processor, licensable core, or the like. The presence and
use of the iPath CDR circuit 506 advantageously permits the
receiver to continue to provide normal default reception in an
uninterrupted manner via the main path while testing for
improved settings for at least one of clock recovery or data
recovery.

The replica path serves as a “laboratory” for the receiver
configuration experiments under the control of the control
logic 508. The main path, which in the illustrated embodi-
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ment presents the data to the downstream system, is prefer-
ably not disturbed while experiments are in process on the
replica path.

In one embodiment, for each experimental setting of the
iPath CDR circuit 506, the performance of the particular trial
can be estimated by determining the data eye opening of the
recovered data. There are various performance measures,
including estimation of the bit error rate (BER) that can be
inferred from a data eye opening. In one example, the mag-
nitude of the eye-opening can be used as an estimate of the
performance of the setting.

After a relatively good performing parameter, such as the
best parameter, is found on the replica path, that parameter
can then be set on the main path. The changing of the param-
eter on the main path should be done in a smooth manner so
as not to disrupt the real data reception. Examples of param-
eters that can be adjusted can include one or more ofthe phase
detector offset and the phase detector gain. Typically, a par-
ticular parameter will be analyzed separately from the others,
but parameters can alternatively be analyzed in a group.

FIG. 6 is a state diagram that illustrates an example of a
process for adaptively selecting a phase detector parameter
with areplica CDR path. The process can be performed by the
control logic 508 (FIG. 5). The illustrated process can be
modified in a variety of ways. For example, in another
embodiment, various portions of the illustrated process can
be combined, can be rearranged in an alternate sequence, can
be removed, or the like.

At the start of the process, it is assumed that both of the
CDR circuits 504, 506 are enabled, receiving data, and gen-
erating data as an output. In the illustrated process, there are
a total of N variations for the parameter that is being tested.
The value for N can vary in a very broad range, and can vary
depending on the particular parameter. For example, the num-
ber of phase detector offsets can vary from the number of
phase detector gain settings to be tested.

The process begins by entering a state 602. The state 602
can be entered upon startup, for recalibration, for each sepa-
rate parameter, and the like. Prior to entering the state 602, a
loop counter i is initialized to 1. The loop counter i tracks the
variations being tested. The variable iz, stores the value of
the loop counter for the best setting encountered during the
process and can also be initialized to 1.

In the state 602, the process applies a parameter setting P[i]
using the iPath CDR circuit 506. The parameter P[i] repre-
sents the i-th variation of the phase detector offset or phase
detector gain. The process advances from the state 602 to a
state 604.

Inthe state 604, the process determines the vertical data eye
opening of the iPath CDR circuit 506 with the current param-
eter setting P[i] applied to determine the performance of the
current parameter setting P[i]. For example, the soft symbol
output of the summing circuit 308 (FIG. 3A) for the iPath
CDR circuit 506 can be monitored, and the vertical data eye
opening can be determined by comparing the level of the high
state or +1 to the level of the low state or —1. These levels can
be averaged over many intervals. In alternative embodiments,
a different metric for performance, such as a computation of
a bit error rate, can be used to determine the performance of
the current parameter setting P[i]. A slicer in the DFE 310
generates the hard symbol output that corresponds to the
digital output.

If there remain additional settings for test, as can be indi-
cated by the loop counter i having a value that is less than the
value for N, and if a sufficiently good performing setting has
not yet been found, the process returns from the state 604 to
the state 602 to try another parameter setting P[i]. In addition,
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if the parameter setting P[i] that had just been tested has better
performance than previous settings, the value for the loop
counter i can be stored in the variable iz, ,. Also, the loop
counter i can be incremented as indicated by the statement i++
for processing with the next parameter setting P[i].

If the last parameter setting P[N] has been tested or if the
vertical data eye opening is sufficiently high, the process
proceeds from the state 604 to a state 606. For example, the
magnitude of the vertical data eye opening can be compared
to a predetermined amount that is associated with a particular
BER that is appropriate for the application. By exiting from
the state 604 early, the process can select a setting that has
good enough performance in a relatively fast manner. In an
alternative embodiment, the extra step of checking whether
the vertical data eye opening is sufficiently high can be
skipped, and the process can check all the parameter settings
in a brute force manner and later select a phase detector offset
or phase detector gain that has exhibits sufficiently good
performance. In addition, if the parameter setting P[1] that had
justbeen tested has better performance than previous settings,
the value for the loop counter i can be stored in the variable
lBest'

In the state 606, the process applies the parameter P[iz,,],
which was determined via testing on the iPath CDR circuit
506, to the main CDR circuit 504. In one embodiment, the
control logic 508 takes careto apply the new setting smoothly,
such as gradually or incrementally from the previous param-
eter setting to the new parameter setting so as not to disturb
the recovered data stream. The process then advances from
the state 606 to a state 608.

In the state 608, the process determines the main path’s
vertical data eye characteristics, which should be similar to
the iPath’s vertical data eye characteristics to determine
whether further processing is warranted. For example, addi-
tional parameters can be adjusted. When the iPath CDR cir-
cuit 506 is not being used, it can be disabled via control of the
enable input (EN) to save power.

The process can be repeated as desired. Either the main
path or the iPath can be used to monitor the performance of
the main path (assuming the same settings are applied) and
based on the performance, such as if the performance falls
below a threshold amount, the process can be re-executed for
updating of the parameters.

The cursor position for the FFE/DFE filter and values for
the sampler thresholds of the ADCs can also be adaptively
adjusted using the described process or an alternative adap-
tive adjustment process, such as a conventional process.

FIG. 7 illustrates an architectural view of adjustments to a
phase detector offset and a phase detector gain. For example,
the procedure outlined in FIG. 6 can be used to adjust the
phase detector offset or the phase detector gain. FIG. 7 illus-
trates the main CDR circuit 504, the iPath CDR circuit 506,
and the control logic 508 described earlier in connection with
FIG. 5.

Both the main CDR circuit 504 and the iPath CDR circuit
506 receive the same analog data stream as inputs. The con-
trol logic 508 experiments with different settings for the
phase detector offset or the phase detector gain of the iPath
CDR circuit 506. In the illustrated embodiment, the vertical
data eye opening is determined to assess the performance of
a particular setting. Other techniques can be used, such as
analysis of a bit error rate, can alternatively be used. By using
an analysis technique such as a vertical eye opening or a bit
error rate, the constraint of selecting a cursor based on pre-
cursor and post-cursor levels being the same is removed and
the performance of the main CDR circuit 504 can be
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improved, particularly when the slope of the impulse
response is not symmetric or when the gain of the impulse
response is less than ideal.

Advantageously, by experimenting with the settings in a
replica path, that is, the iPath CDR circuit 506, the process of
receiving data through the main CDR circuit 504 is unaf-
fected. After relatively good performing settings are found for
the phase detector offset and/or gain using the iPath CDR
circuit 506, these settings can be applied to the main CDR
circuit 504.

FIG. 8 illustrates results of a transient simulation. A
stepped waveform 802 in the lower chart represents various
phase detector offset settings. In this instance, all of the set-
tings were tried. The waveform 804 in the upper chart repre-
sents the output of the iPath CDR circuit 506 that is provided
as an input to the control logic 508. As illustrated by FIG. 8,
a portion 810 of the waveform 804 does not have an appre-
ciable data eye, because it corresponds to a transitioning
portion of the signal. A portion 812 illustrates a relatively
good vertical eye opening. A portion 814 corresponds to a
data eye, but the vertical opening is relatively small. A portion
816 again corresponds to an absence of a data eye. The data
eye measurements can be averaged over many intervals to
reduce the amount of noise in the measurement.

The replica path described in the foregoing is created in
“space,” that is, there are actually two CDR paths. In an
alternative embodiment, the main path is multiplexed in
“time,” that is, the main path itself is used at certain times to
run the experiments. Of course, when it is being used for
experiments, the data output could become corrupted, so
multiplexing in time may only be practical at power-up or
other times when the main path output is not needed.

In an alternative embodiment, a multiplexer circuit (not
shown) can be used to select a hard symbol output of either the
first clock and data recover circuit 504 or the second clock and
data recovery circuit 506 for provision of the digital output to
circuits that use the data as opposed to the control logic 508.
Similarly, another multiplexer can also be used at the input of
the control logic to select the other of the first CDR circuit 504
or the second CDR circuit 506 during adaptation. The multi-
plexer can be implemented by, for example, three-state gates.
In this manner, either CDR circuit can be used for data or for
adaptation.

The foregoing description and claims may refer to ele-
ments or features as being “connected” or “coupled” together.
As used herein, unless expressly stated to the contrary, “con-
nected” means that one element/feature is directly or indi-
rectly connected to another element/feature, and not neces-
sarily mechanically. Likewise, unless expressly stated to the
contrary, “coupled” means that one element/feature is
directly or indirectly coupled to another element/feature, and
not necessarily mechanically. Thus, although the drawings
illustrate various examples of arrangements of elements and
components, additional intervening elements, devices, fea-
tures, or components may be present in an actual embodi-
ment.

As used herein, a “node” refers to any internal or external
reference point, connection point, junction, signal line, con-
ductive element, or the like at which a given signal, logic
level, voltage, data pattern, current, or quantity is present.

Various embodiments have been described above.
Although described with reference to these specific embodi-
ments, the descriptions are intended to be illustrative and are
not intended to be limiting. Various modifications and appli-
cations may occur to those skilled in the art.
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What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus comprising:

a first clock and data recovery circuit having an input and
an output, wherein the input is coupled to an input node,
wherein the first clock and data recovery circuit has a
first phase detector with at least one of an adjustable
offset or an adjustable gain;

a second clock and data recovery circuit having an input
and an output, wherein the input is coupled to the input
node, wherein the second clock and data recovery circuit
has a second phase detector with at least one of an
adjustable offset or an adjustable gain; and

a control circuit communicatively coupled to each of the
first clock and data recovery circuit and the second clock
and data recovery circuit for control of at least one or the
offset or the gain settings of phase detectors of the clock
and data recovery circuits, wherein the control circuit is
coupled to at least the output of the second clock and
data recovery circuit;

wherein the output of the first clock and data recovery
circuit is at least temporarily configured to provide
recovered data as an input to circuits other than the
control circuit while at least one of the one or more
configurable characteristics of the second clock and data
recovery circuit is being adaptively adjusted by the con-
trol circuit, wherein the second clock and data recovery
circuit is not configured to provide recovered data as an
input to circuits that would use the recovered data other
than the control circuit.

2. The apparatus of claim 1:

wherein the first clock and data recovery circuit is perma-
nently configured to provide recovered data;

wherein the control circuit is further configured to apply
the one or more complexity-related parameter settings
obtained from adaptive adjustment of the second clock
and data recovery circuit to the first clock and data
recovery circuit.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the control circuit is
further configured to enable the second clock and data recov-
ery circuit at least during adaptive adjustment, and wherein
the control circuit is configured to disable the second clock
and data recovery circuit when not in use.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a multi-
plexer that is configured to select between at least one of the
first clock and data recovery circuit or the second clock and
data recovery circuit for provision of the recovered data to
circuits other than the control circuit, wherein the control
circuit is configured to adaptively adjust the one or more
configurable characteristics of a clock and data recovery cir-
cuit that is not selected by the multiplexer.

5. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the control circuit is
further configured to monitor operating performance charac-
teristics via the clock and data recovery circuit that is not
configured to provide recovered data to circuits, and to update
the at least one of the adjustable offset or adjustable gain
settings upon a determination that operating performance has
fallen below a threshold amount.

6. A method for setting up a clock and data recovery circuit,
the method comprising:

recovering a clock signal and data from an analog signal in
a first clock and data recovery circuit, wherein the first
clock and data recovery circuit has a first phase detector
with at least one of an adjustable offset or an adjustable
gain;

recovering the clock signal and the data from the analog
signal in a second clock and data recovery circuit,
wherein the second clock and data recovery circuit has a
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second phase detector with at least one of an adjustable
offset or an adjustable gain;

providing recovered data from the first clock and data

recovery circuit to one or more circuits that use the
recovered data;

not providing recovered data from the second clock and

data recovery circuit as an input to circuits that would
use the recovered data other than a control circuit,
wherein the control circuit controls at least one or the
offset or the gain settings of phase detectors of the clock
and data recovery circuits;

adaptively adjusting at least one of the adjustable offset or

the adjustable gain of the second clock and data recovery
circuit to generate at least one of an adjustable offset
setting or an adjustable gain setting; and

applying the at least one of the adjustable offset setting or

the adjustable gain setting obtained from adaptive
adjustment of the second clock and data recovery circuit
to the first clock and data recovery circuit.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the first clock and data
recovery circuit is permanently configured to provide recov-
ered data.

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising enabling the
second clock and data recovery circuit at least during adaptive
adjustment, and disabling the second clock and data recovery
circuit when not in use.

9. The method of claim 6, further comprising selecting with
a multiplexer between at least one of the first clock and data
recovery circuit or the second clock and data recovery circuit
for provision of the recovered data to the one or more circuits
that use the recovered data, and adaptively adjusting the at
least one of the adjustable offset setting or the adjustable gain
setting of a clock and data recovery circuit that is not selected
by the multiplexer.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising:

monitoring operating performance characteristics via the

clock and data recovery circuit that is not providing
recovered data to circuits; and

updating the at least one of the adjustable offset setting or

the adjustable gain setting upon a determination that
operating performance has fallen below a threshold
amount.
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11. An apparatus for setting up a clock and data recovery
circuit, the apparatus comprising:

a first clock and data recovery circuit having an input and
an output, wherein the input is coupled to an input node,
wherein the first clock and data recovery circuit has a
first phase detector with at least one of an adjustable
offset or an adjustable gain;

a second clock and data recovery circuit having an input
and an output, wherein the input is coupled to the input
node, wherein the second clock and data recovery circuit
has a second phase detector with at least one of an
adjustable offset or an adjustable gain;

a means for providing recovered data from the first clock
and data recovery circuit to one or more circuits that use
the recovered data;

a means for adaptively adjusting at least one of the one or
more configurable characteristics of the second clock
and data recovery circuit, wherein the second clock and
data recovery circuit is not configured to provide recov-
ered data as an input to circuits that would use the recov-
ered data other than the adaptively adjusting means; and

ameans for applying the at least one of the adjustable offset
setting or the adjustable gain setting obtained from adap-
tive adjustment of the second clock and data recovery
circuit to the first clock and data recovery circuit.

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the first clock and
data recovery circuit is permanently configured to provide
recovered data.

13. The apparatus of claim 12, further comprising a means
for enabling the second clock and data recovery circuit at least
during adaptive adjustment and disabling the second clock
and data recovery circuit when not in use.

14. The apparatus of claim 11, further comprising a means
for selecting with a multiplexer between at least one of the
first clock and data recovery circuit or the second clock and
data recovery circuit for provision of the recovered data to
circuits that use the recovered data, and wherein the adap-
tively adjusting means adaptively adjusts the at least one of
the adjustable offset or the adjustable gain of a clock and data
recovery circuit that is not selected by the multiplexer.
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